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Preliminary Research on Manchu Name Taboo
LUO Sheng - ji
( Hsinchu Tsinghua University Institute of History Taipei China)

Abstract: Qing Dynasty’s Taizu Taizong and Shizu emperor were all named in Manchu so there were
no name taboos. Qing government became to pay much attention to name taboo since emperor Kangxi’s period.
Emperor Kangxi’s name is xuanye Manchu hiowan yer in order to taboo Manchu hiowan is corresponding
with siowan. The taboo character is greatly related to Chinese mandarin. hiowan changed into siowan in
Kangxi’s period the way of writing was changed whereas the pronunciation was not changed. This is why
Caoyin’s younger brother’a name Caohiyuan changed to Caostyuan.

Key words: Manchu; taboo; palatalized sounds; mandarin reconstruction; Caohiyuan
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