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A Study of the Rhythm of the Twelve Rhymes in the Middle of the

Ming Dynasty

Abstract

This dissertation is based on the twelve categories of surface rhyme parts in
literature, and does not use the deep classification of rhyme parts as the inductive
feature. However, under similar themes, the specific content still varies. Influenced by
the theoretical basis and actual pronunciation, even the same proposition often uses
different terms to represent (or assigns different meanings to the same term), and the
classification of the twelve rhyme categories(+ —#J2K) rhyme book rhyme chart is
also the same. The classification of the names twelve rhymes(- —.#J4%) by ancient
rhyme book and rhyme chart authors includes both traditional Twelve Yun(+ ) and
Twelve She(+ —-1%), as well as Twelve Huo( —-f&), Twelve Lv(+ —4f), Twelve
Tong(+ —4), Twelve Sheng(+ —.7), Twelve Gang(+ —#), etc. However, in
essence, they are only the aggregation of different rhymes with similar rhymes and
endings. Therefore, the author collectively refers to it as the twelve rhymes(-+ —F#J4%)
and does not specifically refer to differences.

As far as we can see, the phonological literature of the twelve rhymes(-+ —#%]
F%)originated from the Zixue Yuanyuan( {F%7J67C) 1603) in the thirty-first year of
the Wanli period of the Ming Dynasty, and finally ended in the Liushi Qieyun Zhizhang
(1934) in the twenty-third year of the Republic of China,, lasting more than 300 years,
with more than 40 volumes. They include the Yinsheng Jiyuan( 7= 42 7C) 1611)that
combines Southern( ¥ & )and Northern( 1t & ) sounds, the Fangie Konggu
Chuansheng(  #1 V] =5 2% #£ 7 ) 1798)that represents the difference between
Mandarin('E 1%)and Colloquial(131E), the Qieyun Shengyuan( (V)& i) 1652)and
Benyun Yide( { A& #)—15) 1750)that combine Aancient( 5 & )and Seasonal(
%)sounds, as well as the Yinyun Fengyuan ( {&#)1&YR) 1840) and Huang Zhong

Tongyun ( {FE#EE#)) 1744) that combine with Manchu, And the Tongwen Yuntong



( {[FISCEIL D 1749), which includes the transliteration of Sanskrit and Chinese, as well
as the Menghan Hebi Wufang Yuanyin ( { G875 765 ) 1917), which combines
Mongolian and Chinese phonetics.The compilation style has also been adjusted several
times, from the Yinsheng Jiyuan Ershisiqi Yinsheng Yunbiao ( (&= 470 TR #H
75 878 ) 1611) that continue the kai He Si deng (715 U455 )of the Song and Yuan rhyme
diagrams, to the Zeng Zixue Shangxia Kaihe Tuiology( { 52 L FHEED) 1603)
and Yuanyun Pu ( {JG#Ji%) 1611) based on the merging rules of the merging rhyme
section, to the Zimu Qieyun Yaofa ( {FERJIFIEL) 1716) that clearly divide thymes
based on the Siku( /717, to the Yunlai ( (&%) 1824—1854) that combines phonetics
and media to divide rhymes, and the Yunyin Zimu Mengxue Liangneng ( {7t 755
2 K A& ) 1907) that divides vowel letters into initial consonants based on the
characteristics of Chinese syllables, Finally, it returned to the Menghan Hebi Wufang
Yuanyin ( {ZF A5 H 7776 ) 1917) based on rhyme, and the style of the literature
underwent several changes.

In addition to a large number of literature, a long time span, rich literature content,
and multiple adjustments in the compilation style, the phonological ideas within the
literature of the twelve rhymes(-+ —#J4%) have also undergone several changes and
adjustments with the development of social trends. The rhyme chart of the rwelve
rhymes(- —#J4%) evolved from the Yinsheng Jiyuan(& 7= 42 76) 1611), Tai Lv ( X
) 1618), and Yuanyun Pu ( {JCHIWE) 1611) in the mid to late Ming Dynasty, which
aimed to encompass all the sounds of the world and constructed an ideal phonetic
system. It was transformed into the Wufang Yuanyin ( { .70 ) 1654—1673)for
children's literacy services, then into the ( {[F]3C#I4t) 1749) for pursuing the rule of
the same culture, and finally into the Yinyun Fengyuan ( { & #Ji&JR) 1840) specifically
designed for the game of transmitting sound and shooting characters. Finally, it was
transformed into the Yunyin Zimu Mengxue Liangneng ( {Jt& TR % KEE) 1907)
and Menghan Hebi Wufang Yuanyin ( {52 A EEFLT776E ) 1917) seeking education
and popularization, and opening up public wisdom. The phonological thinking was

adjusted multiple times. Based on this, starting from various aspects such as yunyin



sixiang (F 1 IEAR), phonetic system(iE5 2R 4t), compilation style(4w A& 4]), etc, a
comprehensive investigation is conducted on the rhyme diagrams of the twelve
rhymes(+ —#J4%) in the middle of the Ming Dynasty. At the same time, using a
historical perspective to re-examine phonological literature in specific historical
contexts, returning to the historical scene, and integrating three research perspectives,
examining the development and evolution of the twelve rhymes(+ —.#J4%) rhyme book
rhyme map, according to the historical framework of the twelve rhymes(+ —&I$%)
rhyme book rhyme map, it is divided into five stages: origin(Z¥ii), formation(j %),
development( & f&), maturity(f%#), and decline(37%). The content and structural
characteristics of each stage of the literature are discussed separately.

The first chapter of the dissertation focuses on the origin( % ¥ii) and formation(J%,
)of the thyme diagram of the twelve rhymes(-+ —-#J4%) rhyme book. The origin and
formation of the twelve rhymes(1 —#J4%) rhyme book rthyme diagram from the mid
to late Ming Dynasty were both influenced by internal and external factors, which
prompted phonologists to pursue ideological liberation and theoretical innovation. Due
to limitations in content and structure, the twelve rhymes(1 —#J4%) originated from
the Zeng Zixue Shangxia Kaihe Tu of Zixue Yuanyuan ( {F2J07C « 72 LN
4 ) 1603) and the Yinsheng Jiyuan Shierlv Yinsheng Fenyun Kaihe Houpu Biao ({3
BTG RS ESBITSERER) 1611). The Yuanyun Pu ( {TTHIEEY 1611)
became a symbol of the formation of the twelve rhymes(+ —#J#%)due to the unity of
the content and form of the rhyme section. After the Yuanyun Pu ( {JGiFi) 1611),
Ge Zhongxuan's Tai Lv ( { X) 1618), Hao Jing's DuShu Tong ( {iZ13i@) 1630),
and Fang Yizhi's Qieyun Shengyuan ( {VJ#)FE i) 1652), although they have different
forms, are divided into 12 types of rhymes, and have basically completed the
transformation of waiting for calls, which is also a finalization period.

The second chapter of the dissertation discusses the preliminary development (/&%
J&) of the twelve rhymes(+ —.#4%) rhyme book rhyme diagram.The emergence of
Fan Tengfeng's Wufang Yuanyin ( { .77 7H ) 1654—1673) in the early Qing Dynasty

promoted the initial development of the twelve rhymes(+ — &) $%) structure.The
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Wufang Yuanyin ( {T.7770% ) 1654—1673) added by Nian Xiyao and Gao Mingzhi
after Fan's reign also belong to this category because the basic structure remains
unchanged.At this stage, the phonological literature of twelve rhymes(+ —#J3%) is
practical in thought, and is mostly designed for children's reading; The content is based
on the practical thyme book Yunlue Yitong({ W % 1) 1442) , and the phonetic system
based on Shiyin(IF} ) is established; However, the Sifu(JUFF) pattern in the literature
is not perfect, so it is only the preliminary development of twelve rhymes(+ —#)$%).

The third and fourth chapters of the dissertation jointly discuss the maturity (J¥,
O of the twelve rhymes(+ —#J4%) rhyme book rhyme chart and the diversified
development of its content. The emergence of the official revision of the Zimu Qieyun
Yaofa ( {FBFHIFEL) 1716) in the Qing Dynasty was a sign of the maturity of the
twelve rhymes(-+ —#J4%) rhyme book. The documents at this stage have an official
and positive orthodox status, and pursue the standard tone that is applicable to all
regions of the north and the south; The book and picture match in structure, and the
level of rhyme is more prominent; At the same time, the Sifu(VYFF) pattern based on
pronunciation has been established, which has a great impact on the later prosody. At
this time, the mature twelve rhymes(-+ 3% ) rhyme book has more diverse content
in its thyme charts. Not only does it continue the Wufang Yuanyin ({ T.77 7G5 ) 1654—
1673) and Zimu Qieyun Yaofa ( {FERJIFIELY 1716), but it also includes the Tibi
Guangzeng Wufang Yuanyin ({5 3¢) 344 #) .77 70 & ) 1810), the Dengyun Jianming
Zhizhang Tu ( {Z5#) R HIBEE) 1815), and the Yingie Pu ( & V1) 1848); There
is also the Tongwen Yuntong ( {[F]3C#I4t ) 1749) that combines Sanskrit; Huang Zhong
Tongyun ( {FEEEEFE)) 1744) and Yinyun Fengyuan ( {FHIi&EJR) 1840) combined
with Manchu, and Benyun Yide ( {A#]—13) 1750) combined with Guyin(ti &)
research; And structurally based on the Yunfa Zhitu( (1B ), Qieyun Kao ( (1]
B2 ) 1712—1722), Fangie Konggu Chuansheng ( {FUIZ AL ) 1798), Zengbu
Yunfa Zhitu ( {FGAMENEEED 1769), ete.

The fourth chapter of the dissertation discusses the decline(% ¥ )of the rhyme

diagrams in the twelve rhymes(+ —#J#%) rhyme book.The Dengyun Jingyao ( {5
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FEEL) ) reviews various schools of thought and selects them, carrying the historical
mission of summarizing the twelve rhymes(- - #J4%). It is the earliest summary of the
twelve rhymes(-+ —.#14%) rhyme books. In terms of editing style, although there have
been adjustments to Dengyun Jingyao ( (ZFEIFEEL) 1775), they are not beyond the
existing thyme structure, and the trend of decline cannot be stopped.

In the late Qing Dynasty and Republic of China, with the decline of traditional
rhyme studies and the sharp changes in social environment, the interest and compilation
style of the twelve rhymes(-+ —#J$%) rhyme book rhyme maps, which were in a
declining stage, were adjusted. At this stage, the equirhyme literature adhered to
Chinese characters and traditional fan gie(Jx VJ]), with outstanding conservatism.
However, under the influence of the trend of thought of the times, it sought to improve
the teaching method and fan gie(Jx 1)]) phonetic notation on the basis of the traditional
structure, so as to promote the popularization of education, open up the wisdom of the
people, and promote the waves. This kind of literature is represented by the Yunyin
Zimu Mengxue Liangneng ( { & T R ) 1907) and the Menghan Hebi
Wufang Yuanyin ( {Z N EEETL 7765 ) 1917).In addition, during the decline stage,
the twelve rhymes(1 —#J3%) rhyme book emphasized letters in its thyme diagrams,
which were mostly based on sound. The Eengyin Tu(%5% &) in Dengyun Xue(55#)%%
1878) and Yunlai ( {FJ#i) 1824—1854) were its representatives.

Chapter fifth of the dissertation provides an overview of the literature
characteristics of the rwelve rhymes(1 —#J4%) rthyme book rhyme maps in the mid
Ming period, which can be mainly divided into three aspects: firstly, discussing the
structural characteristics of the twelve rhymes(-+ —#J#%) rthyme book rhyme maps in
the mid Ming period; Secondly, combining with the rhyme studies of the Ming and
Qing dynasties, based on the inheritance relationship of the twelve rhymes(-+ —#J4%)
rhyme book rhyme map, create a diagram of the inheritance relationship of the rwelve
rhymes(- —.#J4%) rhyme book rhyme map from the middle of the Ming dynasty to the
lower period; Thirdly, examine the content of the literature, summarize the compilation
style of the twelve rhymes(1 —#J3%) rhyme book in the middle of the Ming Dynasty,
and improve the classification and description of rhyme maps.
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