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Review of the Solun Battalion of Ili in the Qing Dynasty

WU Yuanfeng (The Fist Historical Archives of China; ambawu@sohu.com)

Abstract: After the Qing Dynasty integrated Xinjiang into the empire, the eight banners garrison
was set up in the northern Tianshan Mountain and an adequate military system was established to
strengthen the defense of Northwest China and to consolidate the unification of the territory. As one
component of the garrison of eight banners in Xinjiang, the composition of the Ili Solun Battalion was
diverse and it included the soldiers of Daur, Ewenki and Sibo. Under combined military and political
administration of the eight banners system, the soldiers lived together and got along with each other.
Border garrison and wasteland reclamation were their missions. The Solun Battalion played a positive
role in consolidating the unity of Xinjiang, maintaining local social stability, strengthening the defense
of Northwest border and developing agriculture and animal husbandry. Based on Manchu archives and
relevant Chinese documents, this article address five issues, including the context of the establishment
of the Solun Battalion, the source of the soldiers, the organizational system and history, the livelihood of
the troops, and the mission of the garrison.

Keywords: the garrison of eight banners, Solun battalion, Ili, Ewenki, Daur, Sibo
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