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The Origins of Mine Attacks in China

ZHANG Jian
( Institute of Modern History Chinese Academy of Social Science Beijing 100076 China)

Abstract: During the transformation period from Ming to Qing Dynasties in order to conquer the city as
soon as possible and improve the traditional tactics the Qing army adopted the tactics of digging a gallery
transporting gunpowder and blasting the city wall for the first time in Chinese history. This tactic was first ap—
plied to the battle of occupying Baoding in 1636 and also was used many times in the Ming and Qing wars.
It was executed by the soldiers of the Hanjun Banners Army and the Chinese generals”soldiers. It was one of
the auxiliary means of attacking fortifications.
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