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The Zoushi System and the Operation of Central Government in Early Qing

Ma Zimu (School of History, Nankai University; mazimu92@163. com)

Abstract: The Zoushi system was a document circulating and political information
communication system that took shape during Kangxi era, while Memorial Processors
(zoushiquan) played a core role in it. The Memorial Processors initially originated
from the group of Imperial Guard (shiwei), and gradually became a specific group that
consisted of officials from the Imperial Household Department (neiwufu). Its main
duty was transferring government documents such as palace memorial (zouzhe or zouben)
and 1liitou pai, as well as issuing imperial edict, both of which showed the center of
Qing’s decision-making was turning back to the inner court. The Provincial Memorial
system integrated non-grand secretary-involving channels through which imperial edicts
could be issued from emperor himself during Shunzhi era, as well as innovated the
inherent memorial submission and decision making mode by weakening the importance of
intermediary institutions and establishing a new method of government operation in
which the emperor and officials could communicate directly. The Provincial Memorial
system also was the institutional foundation of the widely used palace memorial. This
new type of governmental document became a crucial tool for the communication between
emperor and institutions in Beijing during the mid and late Kangxi era.

Keywords: Memorial Processor, operation of government, zoushi system, palace

memorial, clerical administration.
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